
 

 
BROWN COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

March 10, 2015 
 

The Brown County Planning & Zoning Commission held their regularly scheduled public meeting on February 10, 
2015 at 9:00 am in the Commissioners Room 204 of the Brown County Courthouse. Commission members 
present: Leo Wilfarht, Anita Mohr, Brian Tohal, Andrew Lochner, and Commissioner Dennis Potter. Also present: 
Charles Enter, County Administrator; Charles Hanson, County Attorney; Laine Sletta, Zoning Administrator; Joan 
Doss, Assistant Zoning Administrator.  Members of the public included: Matt Green (Morgan), Mitch & Bridget 
Hillesheim (Sleepy Eye), Jed Lutgen. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wilfarht at 9:00 am. 
 
A motion was made by Lochner and seconded by Mohr to approve the minutes of the February 10th, 2015 
meeting as submitted.  The motion passed unanimously 5-0. 
 
The first item of business was elections of the Planning and Zoning board positions.   
 
For the position of Board Chair, Mohr nominated Lochner, with a second from Tohal.  Tohal then nominated 
Wilfarht, with a second from Lochner.  After paper ballots were cast, with a vote of 3-2, Lochner was elected as 
the board Chair. 
 
For the position of Vice Chair, Lochner nominated Tohal, and seconded from Potter.   A motion to elect Tohal as 
the Vice Chair passed unanimously with a 5-0 vote. 
 
For the position of Secretary, Tohal nominated Mohr, and seconded from Wilfarht.  A motion to elect Mohr as 
the Secretary passed unanimously with a 5-0 vote. 

 
 
The second item of business was a Conditional Use Application #C-00401 by Matthew & Megan Green on the 
property described as part of SW4, Sec 19-T111N-R33W, Eden Township, Brown County, for the purpose to 
renew & amend CUP #C-00232 to expand from 390 AU up to a maximum of 2400 head Finishing and 800 head 
nursery hogs for a total of 760 AU with proposed construction of a 52 x 192 barn with 8’ deep pit to house the 
additional 1200 head finishing hogs all located in A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District.   

Discussion:  Sletta provided background on the application.  Lochner asked about the acreage of the 
site, Matthew Green verified that it was 12.2 acres.  Mohr asked if there had been any complaints about 
this site, Sletta said there were none to the best of his knowledge.    

 
Motion was made by Tohal and seconded by Mohr to recommend approval to the County Board with 
the following conditions: 
1. The feedlot operator must comply with all Minnesota state rules and regulations including MPCA 
standards and regulations regarding feedlot facility construction and operation, including application of 
manure generated at the facility to cropland at rates which do not exceed the recommended crop 
nutrient requirements. 
2. A perimeter tile line access port must be constructed & maintained within 20 feet down-gradient of 
the barn(s) in order to allow drawing a tile ine water sample for analysis as may be desired in the future. 
3. Liquid manure applied to farm fields must be injected into soil, or may be spread on fields with 
incorporation into the soil within 12 hours of spreading. 



 

4. Field application of liquid manure shall not exceed two (2) times per year. The County Planning and 
Zoning Office shall be informed prior to any field application of liquid manure in an emergency.  
5. Manure application records, soil analysis and manure analysis shall be retained on file for a period of 
at least three (3) years and shall be available to the County Planning & Zoning Office upon request. 
6. Manure Management Plan must be updated annually, be retained on file for a period of at least 
three (3) years & shall be available to the County Planning & Zoning Office upon request. 
7. County Staff shall be provided access to the property to perform onsite inspections as needed to 
ensure compliance with all rules & regulations set forth for this operation. 
8. If there is a change of ownership of this site, at any time, the new owner must contact the County 
Planning & Zoning Office and provide all necessary information to update CUP file.  County contact must 
be made within 30 days of official property transfer. 
9. Previous CUP #C-00232 is Null & Void 

 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
The third item of business was a concept presentation from Jed Lutgen for a preliminary plat and construction 
of a home near the 500 year floodplain in Sec 17-T111N-R32W, North Home Township, Brown County.   The 
property would be on the north side on Co Rd 10 and east of Hwy 4. 
 

Discussion:  Mr. Lutgen mentioned that the house will be a slab on grade and above the 100-year 
floodplain.  A portion of the house may end up crossing into the 500-year floodplain zone, and that the 
parcel may end up being an odd shape due to the way the road angles from the NW to SE.  There would 
need to also be a CUP application before the house could be built.  Sletta noted that if the approved plat 
included more than 50% historically tilled land, Lutgen would have to wait 5 years to build his home.  A 
couple concerns were voiced throughout the commission including that the floodplain may be redrawn 
in the future which could deem his home a non-conforming structure and that there has been an 
increase of 100-year floods in the recent past.  Enter made note that as long as the Plat and CUP 
applications meet the requirements, Mr. Lutgen is free to proceed with the application process.   
 

 
 
The final item of business was to set the next meeting of the Planning Commission for Tuesday, April 14th, 2015 
at 9:00 am. 
 
There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Joan Doss, Asst. Zoning Administrator  


